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CITY OF HARTFORD PARTICIPATES IN WORLD ASTHMA DAY 
 

NEWS AND COMMUNITY RELEASE 
 
(May 3, 2009)   --   Dozens of events around the globe will mark World Asthma Day on May 6, 
2009.  Activities, whether held in schools or hospitals, small village squares or shopping malls, 
will have a common, positive theme “You Can Control Your Asthma.” 
 
On May 6th in Hartford, the City of Hartford Health and Human Services Asthma Task Force is 
sponsoring an event at St. Francis Hospital located at 114 Woodland Street, Hartford, CT 
from 12 Noon to 4:30 PM. 
 
Asthma is one of the most common chronic diseases in the world, affecting at least 300 million 
people worldwide.  It is characterized by recurrent breathing problems and symptoms such as 
breathlessness, wheezing, chest tightness, and coughing.  Asthma symptoms vary over time and 
also from individual to individual. 
 
However, asthma experts say that with proper treatment, most asthma patients can control their 
disease.  Hartford is joining forces with the Global Asthma Initiative, calling for increased efforts 
for asthma diagnosis, education, and treatment to enable more asthma sufferers to reach the goal of 
controlling their disease. 
 
Experts are also calling for increased attention to asthma in children.  Asthma often develops 
during childhood, and is the chronic disease most commonly causing absence from school.  
 
Mayor Eddie A. Perez, who also serves on the Board of Education says, “When our kids are 
healthy and in class, they learn more and sustain that learning effort.  Controlling asthma plays a 
key role in keeping our kids in school and keeping up the great academic gains we have made.” 
 
“With a high occurrence of asthma among Hartford’s adults and children, we continue to make this 
issue a priority.  Our residents deserve to have the tools to manage this disease,” stated Carlos 
Rivera, Director of the Hartford Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
For more information please contact Rita Kornblum at (860) 547-1326 ext: 7188. 
 


